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and you are many. Yet not a word have they had from you in
condemnation or restraint!                              ^
Up sprang Leiocritus, Euenor's son. * Mentor, you crazy fool,
he shouted at him, 'what sense is therein telling them to stop us?
Odds or no odds, it would be hard on them to have to fight
about a supper! Why, if Odysseus oflthaca himself came up
and took it into his head to drive us nobles from the palace be-
cause he found us dining in his hall, his wife would have no joy
of his return, much as she may have missed him, but then and
there he'd come to an ugly end, if he faced odds in such a cause.
So what you suggest is nonsense. But enough of this. Break up
the meeting, and each man go back to his own lands, while
Mentor and Haliserthes, as old friends of his father's, forward
the arrangements for Telemachus' expedition; though I, for
one, have an idea that he will never bring this journey off, but
will find himself sitting in Ithaca for many a long day, gathering
news as best he can.'
The assembled people were quick to accept this dismissal and
now scattered to their homes, while the Suitors made their way
to King Odysseus' house.
In the meantime Telemachus sought the solitude of the sea-
beach, where he washed his hands in the grey surf and lifted
them in prayer to Athene:
'Hear me, you that in your godhead came yesterday to my
house. It was your command that I should sail across the misty
seas to find out whether my long-lost father is ever coming back.
But see how my countrymen, and, above all those bullies that
besiege my mother, are thwarting me at every point!'
Athene answered his prayer in person. She assumed the ap-
pearance of Mentor and seemed so like him as to deceive both
eye and ear when she came up and addressed Telemachus in
these inspiring words:
'Today has proved you, Telemachus, neither a coward nor
a fool, nor destined to be such, if we are right in thinking that
your father's manly vigour has descended to his son - and what
a man he was in action and debate I No fear, then, that this

